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(Without memory, our existence would be barren and opaque, like a prison ceh
into which no light penetrates; like a tomb which rejects the living. Memory
saved the Besht, and if anything can, it is memory that will save humanity. For
me, hope without memory is like memory without hope. Just as man cannot live
without dreams, he cannot live without hope. If dreams reflect the past, hope
summons the future. Does this mean that our future can be built on a rejection
of the past? Surely such a choice is not necessary. The two are not incompatible.
The opposite of the past is not the future but the absence of future; the
opposite of the future is not the past but the absence of past. The loss of one is
equivalent to the sacrifice of the other. A recollection. The time: After the war.
The place: Paris. A young man struggles to readjust to life. His mother, his
father, his small sister are gone. He is alone. On the verge of despair. And yet he
does not give up. On the contrary, he strives to find a place among the living. He
acquires a new language. He makes a few friends who, like himself, believe that
the memory of evil will serve as a shield against evil; that the memory of death
will serve as a shield against death.” -Elie Wiesel, Nobel Prize Lecture,

Qecember 11, 1986 j
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GEWS HAVE SIX SENSES Touch, taste, sight, smell, hearing ... memory. Whilh
Gentiles experience and process the world through the traditional senses and
use memory only as a second order means of interpreting events, for Jews
memory is no less primary than the prick of a pin, or its silver glimmer, or the
taste of the blood it pulls from the finger. The Jew is pricked by a pin and
remembers other pins. It is only by tracing the pinprick back to other pinpricks
- when his mother tried to fix his sleeve while his arm was still in it, when his
grandfather’s fingers fell asleep from stroking his great-grandfather’s damp
forehead, when Abraham tested the knife point to be sure Isaac would feel no
pain - that the Jew is able to know why it hurts. When a Jew encounters a pin,
he asks: What does it remember like?” -Jonathan Safran Foer, Everything Is

@uminated j

ﬁl‘ here is a fundamental difference between history and memory. History is “hm
story,” an account of events that happened sometime else to someone else.
Memory is “my story.” It is the past internalised and made part of my identity.
That is what the Mishnah in Pesachim means when it says, “Each person must
see it as if he or she personally went out of Egypt.” Throughout Devarim Moshe
warns the people - no less than fourteen times - not to forget. If they forget
the past they will lose their identity and sense of direction and disaster will
follow. Moreover, not only are the people commanded to remember, they are also
commanded to hand that memory on to their children. This entire phenomenon
represents a remarkable cluster of ideas: about identity as a matter of collective
memory; about the ritual retelling of the nation’s story; above all about the fact
that every one of us is a guardian of that story and memory. It is not the leader
alone, or some elite, who are trained to recall the past, but every one of us.” -

Qabbi Jonathan Sacks’s words on Parashat Ki Tavo, A Nation of Storytellers j
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