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Operation Blue and White escape room - overview

Ages: 5th grade and up
Duration: 45-60 minutes, depending on how good the group is at solving the
puzzles
Participants: 3-5 people per kit.
Envelopes in each kit: 4
Aims:
1. Creating an experiential and enriching learning space about Israel through
exposure to its geography, symbols, and people
2.Strengthening Israeli identity and connection to national symbols
3.Deepening knowledge of the Israeli flag and Zionist history
4.Developing creative thinking and problem-solving skills

Outline:
1. Shortly share with the group what they are about to experience.
2.Give the groups the envelopes and starting letter.
3.Decide how much time they have to solve it.
4.Conclude the activity.

Overview:

Part 1: Introduction - 2 minutes

Share the following with the group:

We’ve gathered here together to celebrate the 78" birthday of the state of
Israel!! It’s been 78 years since David Ben-Gurion declared the independence of
the state of Israel and the Blue and white, Magen David and stripes flag was
first raised as one of the symbols of the first and only Jewish state!
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Part 2: Escape room time! - 30-45 minutes

Once the introduction is done, let the group know how much time they have to
solve the escape room and give each group one kit (make sure they have all 4
envelopes)

Start the timer.

The group will now work on solving the different puzzles and riddles each
envelope contains, when the solution to each of the riddles is a numeral code.
Once the group collects the 2-3 codes needed and checks with you to make
sure that they have the correct answers, they will be able to move on to the
next envelope.

Envelopes 2-4 contains pieces of the Israeli flag that they will assemble.

Important!

If the group is stuck, they are not sure of an answer or have been struggling to
solve one or more of the riddles, you can offer to give them one or more of the
"The more you know" cards that hold fun facts about each city and hold the
answers to most if not all the riddles.

Part 3: Closing and conclusion - 10 minutes
Good job to the winning team!!
Bring everyone back together and ask 2-4 people to share how the experience

was and one new thing they’ve learned about Israel through the escape room
experience.
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**If there is time, ask the group if they know what the symbolism behind the
Israel flag is.
let 1-2 participants have a chance to answer and then share with the following:

J \,

The Israeli flag was adopted on the 28th of October 1948, five
months after the establishment of the state. The blue stripes are
intended to symbolize the stripes on a tallit, the traditional Jewish
prayer shawl. The Star of David is widely acknowledged symbol of
the Jewish people and of Judaism.

The idea that the blue and white colors were the national color of the
Jewish people was voiced early on by Ludwig August von Frankl
(1810-1894), an Austrian Jewish poet. In his poem, "Judah's Colors".
In Judaism, blue symbolizes God's glory and purity The White field
represents Chesed (10N, Divine Benevolence)

An early version of the flag was displayed in 1885 at a procession
marking the third anniversary of Rishon LeZion. A similar version
was designed for the Zionist Movement in 1891.

A\ 4

Summarize the activity by thanking everyone for participating and being so
into the activity.
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Needed equipment:

o Letter from Major General (Res.) Doron Almog

e Escape room kits that contain 4 envelopes based on number of participants

(1 kit per 3-5 participants)
e "The more you know" cards

What each envelope contains and how to put it back together:
Envelope 1:
» Envelope exterior (to stick on the outside of the envelope)
Jerusalem word search
Eilat morse code guide
Kibbutz Nir-Oz maze
Hifa symbol guide
Haifa questions

Envelope 2:
* Envelope exterior (to stick on the outside of the envelope)
o First part of the flag (triangle)
e Eilat morse code riddle
e Sde-Boker secret code riddle
e Mount Hermon true or false riddle
e Kiryat Shmona big letter wheels

Envelope 3:
» Envelope exterior (to stick on the outside of the envelope)
Second part of the flag (triangle)
Kiryat Shmona small letter wheels
Kiryat Shmona riddle
Tel-Aviv riddle

Envelope 4:
e Envelope exterior (to stick on the outside of the envelope)
o Third and last part of the flag (two stripes)
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