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Sefer HaChinukh 16

"You must know, that a man is acted upon according to his actions; and his
heart and all his thoughts always follow after the actions that he does —
whether good or bad. And even he who in his heart is a complete sinner and all
the desires of his heart are only for evil; if his spirit shall be enlightened and
he will put his efforts and actions to persist in Torah and commandments —
even if not for the sake of Heaven — he shall immediately incline towards the
good. And from that which is not for its own sake comes that which is for its
own sake [as opposed to being for personal gain]; for the hearts are drawn
after the actions”.

Discussion Questions:

1.The author of 'Sefer HaChinuch' claims that the heart follows the deeds (“for the
hearts are drawn after the actions”). Do you agree? Can a technical, external
action truly transform our inner emotions and thoughts?

2.If our "public sphere" is filled with stickers promoting good deeds and values, do
you believe Israeli society will actually become better simply through exposure
to and engagement with these acts?

Life In The Heart - Professor Asa Kasher

In his life, man writes the story of his life. In death, according to the first
approach, the story of man'’s life reaches the final page, the final line. The back
cover of the book is reached, and the book ends and is put away,” forgotten by
the heart.” The third approach views death differently. In his life, man writes
the story of his life, and in his death, the story of his life continues, not by itself,
but within the life story of a person who loves him. The one who loves him
writes his own life story during his lifetime, and in it, also, the continuation of
his beloved’s life story. When he, too, ultimately dies, his life story is
perpetuated, not on its own, but in the life stories of those who love him, and
within it the story of his beloved who had lived within his heart. Thus, as long as
there is love in this world, those who are loved live in the hearts of those who
love them, and then in the hearts of those who love those who loved them, and
so on, endlessly

Discussion question:
1.What is the meaning of the idea that 'a person’s life story continues' even after
their death?
2.How do we distinguish between remembering' someone and having them 'live on
in our hearts'? What are the practical implications of this?
3.Do you agree with the perception that the people we loved continue to 'live'
through us?

Pirkei Avot 2:5

“He used to say: A brute is not sin-fearing, nor is an ignorant person
pious; nor can a timid person learn, nor can an impatient person teach;
nor will someone who engages too much in business become wise. In a
place where there are no men, strive to be a man”.

Discussion questions:

1."In a place where there are no men, strive to be a man" - does this
quote call on us to lead only when no one else will, or does it
demand that we uphold our values even when those around us do
not?

2.Hillel warns that constant preoccupation with business and
materialism prevents wisdom. Is adopting a value from a
memorial sticker (such as "giving" or "unconditional love") our
way of balancing the two?

THE ADELSON
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Every one of us, tcrgeiher
Ecclesiastes 7:1

“A good name is better than fragrant oil, and the day of death than the
day of birth”.

Discussion questions:

FEaAKe Uit .

1.1f the 'good name' (legacy) of the fallen and the bereaved depends
on the values they left behind, what is our role as a society in
preserving that name?

2.Do the memorial stickers turn the 'day of death' into a starting
point of inspiration for us as a society, rather than just a
conclusion of pain?

3.Why do you think the families choose to add a 'value' or a 'motto’
alongside the name, instead of settling for just the name and date?
How does this build the 'good name' of the deceased in the eyes of
those who never knew them?
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The Wheat Still Grows Again - Dorit Tzameret

The fields spill out below, as far as earth meets sky,
Beneath the olive trees and Mount Gilboa.
At eve, the valley’s splendor hits your eye,
The likes of which you've never seen before.

It's not the same old house now, it’s not the same old valley,
You're gone and never can return again.
The path, the boulevard, a skyward eagle tarries...
And yet the wheat still grows again.

And from the bitter earth, the asphodels still bloom,
A boy upon the grass, next to his puppy lies.
The nights descend upon a well-lit room,

On those within,and thoughts locked up inside.

It's not the same old house now, it’s not the same old valley,
You're gone and never can return again.
The path, the boulevard, a skyward eagle tarries...
And yet the wheat still grows again.

And everything that was, perhaps will ever be,
The rising and the setting of the sun...
And songs are always sung, but can they speak
The vastness of the loss and all the love.

It is the same old house now, yes it’s the same old valley,
But you — they never can return again.
And can it be, how can it be, that through Time’s endless
tally...
Somehow the wheat still grows again.

Discussion question:
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1. Why is the wheat specifically chosen as that which 'grows
again'? What does it symbolize?"

2."What is the significance of the shift from 'it's not the same old
valley' to ‘yes it’s the same old valley'? What internal tension
is reflected in this contrast between the place that remains
and the people who can never return?"

3."How does the song interweave 'pain' and 'love'? What does it
say about our ability (or inability) to live with both of these
simultaneously?




